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SUBJ: NUCLEAR-POWER OPPONENT WINS MAYORALITY ELECTION 
SUMMARY: IN AN ELECTION WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE BE OE MINOR IMPORTANCE, 
ANTI-NUCLEAR POWER PLANT CANDIDATE WON MAYORALITY ELECTION IN SENDAI, 
KAGOSHIMA PREFECTURE. INCUMBENT, WHO EAVORED CONSTRUCTION OF PLANT, 
HURT BADLY BY MUTTSU TROUBLES. LOCAL PUNDITS SEE ELECTION AU SIGNI- 
FICANT IN TERMS OE TROUBLE CONSTRUCTION OF SUCH PLANTS LIKELY TO FACE 
IN EUTURE AND REVITALIZATION OF OPPOSITION MOVEMENT TO THOSE PLANTS 
ALREADY CONSTRUCTED. IF THIS INTERPRETATION CORRECT, AND WE 
BELIEVE IT IS, IT PROVIDES CLEAR ILLUSTRATION OF DEPTH OF 
OPPOSITION JAPAN'S MOVE TOWARD NUCLEAR POWER DEVELOPMENT LIKELY TO 


PAGE TWO RUADLTA6197 CONFIDENTIAL 
FACE. END SUMMARY. 

IN SEPTEMBER 9 MAYORALITY ELECTION IN SENDAI (POPULATION 61,776) 
INDEPENDENT CHALLENGER JUJI EUKUJU, WHO HAD BACKING OF LEFTIST 
PARTIES, DEFEATED CONSERVATIVE INCUMBENT, MASAMOTO YOKOYAMA. 
FINALLY TALLY WAS 19,998 TO 16,173, WITH A VOTING RATE OF 85.3 PER 
CENT. ELECTION REVOLVED ALMOST ENTIRELY AROUND ATTITUDE OE 
CANDIDATES TOWARD PROPOSED CONSTRUCTION OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANT 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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NEAR CITY. INCUMBENT FAVORED CONSTRUCTION, CHALLENGER OPPOSED IT, 
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AT LEAST UNTIL CITIZENS CONVINCED OE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS. YOKOYAMA 
WAS AIMING EOR EIFTH TERM AS MAYOR, AND RECENT OPPOSITION RECENT 
MOOD OE OPPOSITION TO OVER-LONG INCUMBENCIES AMONG VOTERS MAY HAVE 
BEEN EACTOR IN YOKOYAMA'S DEEEAT. POLITICALLY, HOWEVER, BOTH YOKOYAMA 

AND FUKUJU ARE CONSERVATIVES. EUKUJU HAD SIGNED POLICY AGREEMENT, 
HOWEVER, WITH ISP, KOMEITO, AND CITY LABOR UNIONS REGARDING 
CONSTRUCTION OE PLANT. 

RECENT PROBLEMS OE NUCLEAR-POWERED MUTTSU WEIGHED VERY HEAVILY IN 
DEEEAT OE INCUMBENT. KITAKYUSHU EDITOR OE ASAHI TOLD PRIN OE 
UEPTEMBER 9 THAT IP THERE HAD BEEN NO PROBLEMS WITH MUTTSU, 

INCUMBENT WOULD HAVE CERTAINLY WON. TIMING OP MUTTSU RADIATION LEAKS 
COULD NOT HAVE BEEN WORSE EOR YOKOYAMA. 


PAGE THREE RUADLTA6197 CONFIDENTIAL 
KYUSHU ELECTRIC POWER, INC., WHICH IS BUILDING TWO PLANTS 
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN OPERATION IN 1980 AND 1981, RESPECTIVELY OBVIOUSLY 
WORRIED BY ELECTION OP MAYOR WHO WILL DOUBTLESS SUPPORT OPPOSITION 
MOVEMENT. COMPANY SPOKESMEN STATE PUBLICLY THAT THEY PEEL SCHEDULE 
WILL NOT BE SLOWED DOWN BY PUKUJU'S VICTORY, BUT LOCAL PAPERS 
REPORT THEY SEE PUKUJU'S ELECTION AS SERIOUS PROBLEM AND PEAR 
INTENSIFIED OPPOSITION TO PLANT CONSTRUCTION. IN ADDITION, IT 
SEEMS LIKELY THAT GENKAI NUCLEAR POWER PLANT NEAR KARATSU WILL 
PEEL INTENSIFIED OPPOSITON. LOCAL LEADER OP OPPOSITION MOVEMENT 
SAID "IN SAGA PREPECTURE, WE SEE A VERY BRIGHT PROSPECT EOR INCREASED 
OPPOSITION." 

COMMENT: ELECTION SEEMS TO INDICATE OPPOSITION TO CONSTRUCTION 
OP NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS IN JAPAN WILL BE VERY STRONG. IN 1964, 

VARIOUS SOCIETIES EOR THE PROMOTION OP PLANT CONSTRUCTION WERE 
VERY ACTIVE AND CITY AND KAGOSHIMA PREPECTURAL ASSEMBLIES PASSED 
RESOLUTIONS CALLING FOR CONSTRUCTION. HOWEVER, PEARS OP NUCLEAR 
ACCIDENTS SEEMS TO HAVE CLEARLY OUTPACED DESIRE EOR ECONOMIC AID 
PLANT CONSTRUCTION WOULD BRING. END COMMENT. 

RICHARDSON 
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